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This newsletter will help you navigate the world of blogging, have fun and deliver what 
our judges are looking for   

 

BACKGROUND  

 The Archibull Prize combines art and multimedia to share the students’ journey with the 
community. 

The tasks are to:  

1. Use a blank fibreglass cow or calf to create an artwork about an allocated farming 
industry, the farmers who produce the food or fibre, and how this commodity is being 
produced sustainably.  

2. Produce a blog documenting the journey of the artwork and student learnings.  
3. Create a multimedia animation or infographic around the farming industry they are 

investigating that has a powerful message and call to action.  
 

THE BLOG TASK  

 The blog plays a very important role in  

1. creating a buzz about your entry in the wider community. We suggest the students 
encourage their parents and friends to follow their blog. 

2. Sharing with the judges the students’ learning journey  
 

A great example of a school that year after year epitomises the program blog culture 
we encourage is Northlakes High School. They use their blog as a regular diary/journal 



platform keeping their fellow students, teachers and family and friends engaged 
throughout their entire Archibull Prize journey. When something fun happens, they share 
it. When they learn something new, they share it. When something happens that surprises, 
them they share. They generously and creatively share their journey with everyone.  

This year we will be allocating 5 bonus points to the schools who share this type of blog 
culture, blog regularly and engage with the wider community through their blog 

 

WHO IS GOING TO BLOG?  

Every school has potential bloggers waiting to unleash their creativity on the world. We 
suggest you put a call out to identify these people    

STUFF TO PUT IN YOUR BLOG  

Blogs posts should include a selection of: 

• Digital photographs recording significant events such as the arrival of Archie and visit 
by the Young Farming Champion with supporting text. 

• Digital photographs and or video footage showing students working in teams, with 

supporting text. 

• A clear understanding of the importance of the food or fibre industry your students 

are studying. 

• Digital photographs and or video footage portraying the development of the big ideas 
through the drafting stages of the final creation of the Archibull with supporting text. 

• Funny photos including the Archibull ‘posing’ in an exotic location at the school. 

• A collection of small paragraphs to support photographs included in the blog. 

   

THE MANDATORY STUFF   

Focusing on the farming industry your school has been allocated your students are 
required to write a mandatory blog post on their investigation, reflections and call to 
action on each of the following topics: 

• Climate Change is a shared responsibility 

• Bio-security is a shared responsibility 

• Healthy Communities are a shared responsibility 

• Careers opportunities in agriculture 

• Young Farming Champions visit 



GETTING STARTED  

The first step towards launching a new blog is picking the right platform to host it on. 
WordPress, Google’s Blogger, Tumblr and Weebly have been the blog platforms of 
choice by schools in previous years. Please feel free to contact me if you want to use an 
alternate platform. 

We don’t mind which blogging site your school chooses as long as it is a public site and 
showcases your students work off to the level they deserve. 

Whilst it may sound daunting a blog is very easy to set up but like anything you may not 
have done before starting the process can be frustrating (been there done that).  May I 
suggest you hand this task over to a couple of your student IT gurus and let them get 
creative?  

For previous year Archibull Prize blog examples check out our Hall of Fame here   
  

Please note The Archibull Prize is a trademark. You are most welcome to call your blog 
<insert your school name> Archibull Prize 2017 Adventure or similar but please do not use 
The Archibull Prize as a standalone title. Using your school name in the title is a great way 
for the community to find your blog via a Google search  

SOME TIPS 

 Key #1: It’s the content that makes all the difference. 

1. Be original and credible:  
2. Put your personality in your blog:  
3. Create catchy headlines: your visitors will decide whether to read your blog post or 

not by taking a glance at your post title.  
4. Be concise: make sure that your content is easy for your visitors to consume. You 

can do so by following these suggestions: 

• split your text into shorter paragraphs, 
• use lots of wide space around your paragraphs, 
• use links to relevant posts or subheadings, 
• use bullet points or number lists. 

5. Use a diverse range of content such as pictures, videos and infographics. 
6. Post regularly: Try to post every week. This helps build a momentum and a regular 

audience. 

 

 

http://howtomakemyblog.com/wordpress-com-org/
http://howtomakemyblog.com/blogger-vs-wordpress/
http://howtomakemyblog.com/tumblr-vs-wordpress/
https://www.weebly.com/au
http://archibullprize.com.au/halloffame/index.html


Key #2: Attract visitors to your blog. 

Creating great content is just the first small step of having a successful blog.  Promoting 
content is just as a valuable. 

How can you promote your blog and its content? 

• Create connections using social media (especially Twitter and Facebook) 
proactively. 

• Connect with your community via school newsletters and word of mouth  

Key #3: Make your visitors come back 

What should you do after you get new visitors? Give them a reason to come back. This 
can be done in a number of ways: 

• Enable sharing options in your blog posts: by doing so, visitors can easily share (and 
save) your content.  

• Post good-quality content: if your visitors see that you post good-quality content, 
they will be motivated to return. 

• Enable email subscriptions: this will not only notify your readers of any new content 
on your blog, but it will also serve as a reminder to check out your blog. 

• Create a presence on social media networks, especially Twitter and Facebook.  

Key #4: Manage your time wisely. 

Many people have unrealistic expectations on their blogs. Don’t worry if you think your 
first blog post is not up to standards – it usually isn’t anyway. Don’t let that deter you from 
carrying on. Don’t let your early blog posts discourage you, but rather use them to help 
yourself, to better yourself and to improve your blogging skills.  

Key #5 Make life easy for the judges  

Your blog is part of your entry in The Archibull Prize Competition. It’s important for you to 
make it easy and enjoyable for the judges to navigate your site   

 

 

 



CALL TO ACTION  

You have until 31st May 2017 to set up your blog.  

Once your blog has been set up please email me the URL so I can forward it to the 
judges. 

WHAT YOU HAVE TO LOOK FORWARD TO IN NEWLSETTER WORLD  

Newsletters in the following weeks will give you pointers for the mandatory blogs post list 
(see above and below) 

1. Climate Change is a shared responsibility 
1. Bio-security is a shared responsibility 
2. Healthy Communities are a shared responsibility 
3. Careers opportunities in agriculture 
4. Young Farming Champions visit 

 

 

As always have fun and don’t be stranger any queries I am just a phone call or an email 
away  

Lynne I M: 0407 740 446 I E: lynnestrong@art4agriculture.com.au  

 

mailto:lynnestrong@art4agriculture.com.au
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